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EDUCATION


Ph.D. History, Yale University, May 2013
Graduate coursework in History, Portland State University, 1999-2001

B.A. History, University of California, Davis, December 1997

DISSERTATION

Indians and the Colonization of Central California, 1810-1851 

Dissertation Director: John Mack Faragher

Committee Members: Ned Blackhawk, Stephen Pitti

ACADEMIC POSITIONS


Associate Professor of History, Middle Tennessee State University

· North American Borderlands, Native American History, The American West, United States History Survey, Graduate Seminars: Readings in Native American History, Readings in Early American History, The History of Murder in America, Graduate Historiography
Instructor, West Valley College, 2004-2010

· United States History, Native American History, Mexican American History, History and Geography of California
OTHER EXPERIENCE


Graduate Writing Fellow, Graduate Writing Center, Yale University, 2012-2013

Research Assistant, Franz R. and Kathryn M. Stenzel Collection of Western American Art, 1728-1966, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University, 2002

Editorial Fellow, Pacific Historical Review, 2000-2001

PUBLICATIONS


 “‘An Influential Squaw’: Intermarriage and Community in Central California, 1839-1851,” Ethnohistory 62:4 (2015): 707-727. 

“‘They will be hunted down like beasts and destroyed!’: A Comparative Study of Genocide in California and Tasmania,” Journal of Genocide Research 6 (2004): 193–209.
 “Trapped?: The Fur Trade and Debt Peonage in Central California,” forthcoming in the Pacific Historical Review, winter 2021.
 “Unsifted: Hawaiian Indian Coalescence in Central California, 1864-1970,” forthcoming in Violence in Indigenous Communities: Confronting the Past, Engaging the Present, in press Northwestern University Press.
“Survival and Survivance Under Settler Colonialism,” forthcoming in A Cultural History of Genocide: The Long Nineteenth Century, forthcoming, Bloomsbury Press.
Book Reviews

Review of Surviving Genocide: Native Nations and the United States from the American Revolution to Bleeding Kansas, by Jeffrey Ostler in Canadian Journal of History (forthcoming)
Review of Forging Communities in Colonial Alta California, edited by Kathleen L. Hull and John G. Douglass in Ethnohistory (forthcoming)  
Review of Colonial Intimacies: Interethnic Kinship, Sexuality, and Marriage in Southern California, 1769-1885 by Erika Pérez in H-California, (November, 2019)
Review of Thundersticks: Firearms and the Violent Transformation of Native America, by David J. Silverman in Canadian Journal of History (Autumn, 2018)
Review of An American Genocide: the United States and the California Indian Catastrophe, 1846-1873, by Benjamin Madley in American Indian Culture and Research Journal, (Winter 2017)
Review of Orderly Anarchy: Sociopolitical Evolution in Aboriginal California, by Robert L. Bettinger in Canadian Journal of History, (Autumn 2016)

Review of Why You Can’t Teach United States History Without American Indians, edited by Susan Sleeper-Smith, Juliana Barr, Jean M. O’Brien, Nancy Shoemaker, and Scott Manning Stevens in H-AmIndian, (August 2016)
Review of Ethnic Cleansing and the Indian: The Crime That Should Haunt America, by Gary Clayton Anderson in Journal of Southern History (February 2016)

Article Prizes

Nominated for the Arrell M. Gibson Award from the Western History Association, 2016 for “‘An Influential Squaw’: Intermarriage and Community in Central California, 1839-1851,” Ethnohistory 62:4 (2015): 707-727.
Nominated for the Bolton-Cutter Award from the Western History Association, 2016 for “‘An Influential Squaw’: Intermarriage and Community in Central California, 1839-1851,” Ethnohistory 62:4 (2015): 707-727.

Nominated for the Jensen-Miller Award from the Western History Association, 2016 for “‘An Influential Squaw’: Intermarriage and Community in Central California, 1839-1851,” Ethnohistory 62:4 (2015): 707-727.
Nominated for the Ray Allen Billington Prize from the Western History Association, 2016 for “‘An Influential Squaw’: Intermarriage and Community in Central California, 1839-1851,” Ethnohistory 62:4 (2015): 707-727.
PRESENTATIONS


“Kanaka Native Hawaiian Indians: Coalescence and Confusion in Central California, 1851-1917,” Western History Association, October 2019, Las Vegas, Nevada

“Indian Expertise in the Development of the Central California Fur Trade,” Western History Association, October 2018, San Antonio, Texas

“Intermarriage, Colonization, and Native Revitalization in Central California, 1839-1851,” Society for the History of the Early American Republic, July 2016, New Haven, Connecticut
Roundtable panelist, “Indigenous Histories of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era: Past, Present, and Future Directions,” Native American and Indigenous Studies Association, May 2016, Honolulu, Hawaii

“Hawaiian Indians: Native Settler Communities and Indian Identity in Central California,” American Society for Ethnohistory, November 2015, Las Vegas, Nevada

“‘This Dire Calamity’: Indians and Epidemic Disease in Central California, 1833-1847,” British Association for American Studies, April 2015, Newcastle, UK

Roundtable panelist, “Indigenous North American Genocides,” Western History Association, October 2014, Newport Beach, California

“Native Settlers: Negotiations of Identity and Culture in a Konkow Maidu Community,” American Society for Ethnohistory, October 2014, Indianapolis, Indiana

“Coyote’s Creation: The Plains Miwok and the Founding of the New Helvetia Colony from Mission San José to Sutter’s Sawmill,” Native American and Indigenous Studies Association, May 2014, Austin, Texas

“‘An Influential Squaw’: Intermarriage and Community in Central California, 1839-1851,” Western History Association, October 2013, Tucson, Arizona
“The Indian Fur Trade in Central California: A Reconsideration of Native Labor 

in the Rancho Era,” Native American and Indigenous Studies Association, June 2012, Montville, Connecticut

“Trapped?: The Fur Trade and Indian Debt Peonage at New Helvetia,” American Society for Ethnohistory, September 2009, New Orleans, Louisiana

AWARDS AND HONORS


Newberry Library Symposium Participant, “Violence and Indigenous Communities: Confronting the Past, Engaging the Present,” Newberry Library, 2017

National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Institute Participant, “On Native Grounds: Studies of Native American Histories and the Land,” Library of Congress, 2016

MTSU Faculty Research and Creative Activity grant, 2014 and 2016, $4500
American Philosophical Society Phillips Fund Grant, 2008, $2000
Huntington Fellowship, Huntington Library, 2005, $5000
Beinecke Fellowship, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, 2004, $4000 

Yale University Program in Agrarian Studies Grant, 2004, $1000
Editorial Fellowship, Pacific Historical Review, 2000-2001

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT


“Kanaka Native Hawaiian Indians,” lecture delivered for Native American Heritage Month at the Department of Veteran’s Affairs, Smyrna, TN on November 14, 2019

“The Trail of Tears in Tennessee,” lecture delivered for Native American Heritage Month at the Department of Veteran’s Affairs, Smyrna, TN on November 29, 2018

Interviewed for the podcast The Road to Now, episode 80, “Navajo Code Talkers, Pocahontas, and Native American History” on November 30, 2017
“Native Americans and World War II,” lecture delivered for Native American Heritage Month at the Department of Veterans Affairs, Smyrna, TN on November 28, 2017

“Indians and the Capitalist Transformation of California,” lecture aired on C-SPAN 3, October 14, 2017 and October 22, 2017

SERVICE


Graduate Online Faculty Fellow, College of Graduate Studies, MTSU, 2020

Graduate Director, Department of History, MTSU, 2019-present
Chair, Graduate Committee, Department of History, MTSU, 2019-present
Program Committee, Holocaust and Genocide Studies conference, MTSU, 2019-present
Peer Advisory Committee, Department of History, MTSU, 2020-present

Race, Gender, and Sexuality Search Committee, Department of History, MTSU, 2019-2020

Social Committee, Department of History, MTSU, 2018-present

Executive Council Member, American Society for Ethnohistory, 2018-2020
19th-Century African American Search Committee, History Department, MTSU, 2017-2018

Journal Editorial Board Member, Ethnohistory, 2017-2019
Program Committee, 56th Annual Meeting of the American Society for Ethnohistory, 2016

Undergraduate Committee, Department of History, MTSU, 2016-present

Faculty Advisor, History Club, 2016-present

Faculty Advisor, Phi Alpha Theta, 2015-2019

Trennert-Iverson Scholarship Committee, Western History Association, 2014-present
History Day Judge, MTSU, 2014-2020

Strickland Scholar Committee, Department of History, MTSU, 2014-2019
General Education Committee, Department of History, MTSU, 2013-2016
History Pedagogy Search Committee, Department of History, MTSU, 2014
Volunteer, History Day, Wilbur Cross High School, New Haven, CT, 2010-2012

Faculty Advisor, Native American Inter-Tribal Council, West Valley College, 2004-2010

Mentor, PUENTE Program, West Valley College, 2006-2010

Chair, West Valley College Powwow, 2006-2009

Representative, Association of College Educators, West Valley College, 2006-2009

Academic Senate Constitution Committee Member, West Valley College, 2007
Planning Committee, Pathways: Graduate Student Conference, 2004

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS


Western History Association
American Society for Ethnohistory
Coalition for Western Women’s History
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