Harold Art Foster, MBA, CPAIndustry Experience
Automotive 
Banking & Capital Markets
Biotech/Pharmaceuticals
Consumer Products
Distribution
Energy/Oil & Gas
Healthcare Services
Higher Education
Insurance
Manufacturing
Retail & Wholesale
Telecommunications

Functional Experience
“Big Four” Experience
  Account Management
Budgeting 
Business Process Re-
  Engineering
Controller
Financial & Operational
  Analysis 
Financial Auditing
Financial Controls
Financial
  Reporting/Statement
  Preparation 
GAAP
Instruction & Presentation 
Internal Audit Management 
Mergers & Acquisitions 
Project Management
Sarbanes-Oxley Act (SOX)
  Compliance
SEC and PCAOB
Strategic Planning 

Technical Summary
Oracle, PeopleSoft, Great Plains, MS Dynamics Axapta, MAS 500, MS Word, Excel, Visio and Powerpoint

Education
Tennessee State University
MBA, Accounting

Trevecca Nazarene Univ.
BS, Accounting

Certified Public Accountant (CPA)


Minneapolis Office
612 215 4400

Nashville, Tennessee
615.420.8295
· Accomplished finance and accounting technician and communicator with a uniquely-balanced public and private sector background, blending accounting (assurance and advisory), finance, management and internal controls experience across a wide array of industries, including companies ranging in size from Fortune 100 to start-up.  
· As a finance and risk management leader in a $550+ billion super regional (Top 7 US) bank, provided financial reporting and operational risk management support, thought leadership, and subject matter expertise to ensure risk data was captured, risk mitigation strategies and controls were developed, and appropriate reporting mechanisms implemented.  Served as a key contributor to the successful transformation of merged SOX Program Management functions for two heritage regional Banks (SunTrust and BB&T – largest US bank merger since the 2007/2008 global banking crisis).
· As part of a $6 billion privately-owned, multi-national organization, transformed the environment, timelines and reporting to be SEC-compliant as part of a public company readiness initiative to ensure all available exit strategies available to private equity owners.  Converted monthly, quarterly and annual close/reporting deadlines to mirror those required for anticipated SEC filing deadlines.  Prepared financial statements, related disclosures and MD&A to be fully SEC compliant.  Transformation of culture included the build-out of a global process and control improvement team responsible for Sarbanes-Oxley/404 controls and risk-based initiatives.
· As a Big 4 assurance and advisory professional, participated in the successful IPO of a start-up biotech/pharmaceuticals company.  Provided technical accounting support for complex revenue recognition and share-based payment arrangements.  Facilitated the preparation and review of SEC-compliant financial reporting, MD&A and pro forma financial information.  Reviewed multiple S-1s and related registration documents, including SEC comment letters received thereon and draft responses thereto.
· Provided corporate oversight and served as the single point of contact at the corporate level for the accounting, month-end close processes, statutory financial reporting (and annual audit coordination thereof), FP&A, tax and treasury matters at all international and subsidiary entities for a multi-billion, multi-national business conglomerate. Performed technical accounting research and made recommendations on revenue recognition, business combinations, equity method accounting and software development costs.  Provided ad hoc analysis and variance explanations to satisfy senior management and external auditor inquiries.  
· Planned, supervised, and performed numerous process re-engineering projects in the finance and accounting areas for a multi-billion, multi-national business conglomerate.   Areas of experience included accounts payable, general ledger, accounts receivable, fixed assets, payroll, inventory, treasury and consolidations/financial reporting (internal and external).  Coordinated with systems experts to maximize the benefits of ERP systems.  Developed tools and policies to standardize and streamline the account reconciliation and month-end/annual close processes.  Improved accounting procedures to consolidate financials of newly-acquired entities.
· Controller/Chief Accounting Officer for a $100+ million in net assets private university.  Responsible for general ledger accounting, student accounts, payroll, accounts payable, and budgeting.  Liaised with external auditors to complete the annual audit.  Partnered with department managers on resource planning, budgeting, and financial performance review.  

Relevant Career Experience
	2024-current

2014 – 2023
	Middle Tennessee State University
Full-Time Lecturer and Adjunct Professor
Truist Financial (formerly SunTrust Bank)
Vice President, Operational Finance Risk Director
Vice President, Finance

	2013–2014
	Public Company Accounting Oversight Board (PCAOB) 
Inspector of Global Network Firms

	2009–2013
	Asurion Corp. 
Senior Director, International/Subsidiary Finance & Accounting
Senior Director, Process and Control Improvement 

	2002-2009
	Ernst & Young LLP
Audit Senior Manager

	1998-2002
	Marlin & Edmondson 
Audit Manager

	1997-2003

1993–1998
	Trevecca Nazarene University, Free Will Baptist Bible College
Adjunct Professor
Trevecca Nazarene University 
Controller




