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EDUCATION 
Ph.D. Business Administration (Major in Accounting), University of Tennessee, May 2006

M.S. (Major in Accounting), James Madison University, July 1998

B.B.A. (Major in Accounting), James Madison University, May 1997
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS
	Middle Tennessee State University, Murfreesboro, TN
Professor of Accounting

MTSU Accounting Advisory Board Outstanding Professor

Associate Professor of Accounting


	2024-present

2023-present

2017-present

	Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem, NC      

Assistant Professor of Accounting
	2009-2017

	University of South Florida, Tampa, FL

Assistant Professor of Accounting

	2006-2009



PUBLICATIONS
Kelton, A.S. and Y. Yang. 2025. The role of internal controls in reducing cybersecurity contagion effects. 2025. Current Issues in Auditing forthcoming.

Kelton, A.S. and Y. Yang. 2024. Understanding cybersecurity breach contagion effects: The role of the loss heuristic and internal controls. International Journal of Accounting Information Systems 55: 100714.
Kelton, A.S. and U. S. Murthy. 2023. Reimagining design science and behavioral science AIS research through a business activity lens. International Journal of Accounting Information Systems 50, 100623.
Wood, D.A., M. Achhpilia, M.T. Adams [et al. including A.S. Kelton]. 2023. The ChatGPT artificial intelligence chatbot: How well does it answer accounting assessment questions? Issues in Accounting Education 38(4): 1-28
Kelton, A. S. 2021. How to reduce the cybersecurity breach contagion effect. Current Issues in Auditing. 15(2):1-9.
Kelton, A.S. and R.R. Pennington. 2020. Do voluntary disclosures mitigate the cybersecurity breach contagion effect? Journal of Information Systems 34(3): 133-157.

Kelton, A.S. and R.R. Pennington. 2020. If you tweet, they will follow: CEO tweets, social capital, and investor say-on-pay judgments. Journal of Information Systems 34(1): 105-122.
*Awarded the 2016 Accounting Information Systems Midyear Meeting Best Paper Award*

Kelton, A.S. and N.R. Montague. 2018. The unintended consequences of uncertainty disclosures made by auditors and managers on nonprofessional investor judgments. Accounting, Organizations and Society 65: 44-55.
Gaynor, L.M., A.S. Kelton, M. Mercer, and T. L. Yohn. 2016. Understanding the relation between financial reporting quality and audit quality. AUDITING: A Journal of Practice & Theory 35(4): 1-22. 
*Cited in PCAOB Release No. 2017-001 – The auditor’s report on an audit of financial statements when the auditor expresses an unqualified opinion and related amendments to PCAOB standards (June 1, 2017) and PCAOB Release No. 2016-003 – Proposed auditing standard – The auditor’s report on an audit of financial statements when the auditor expresses an unqualified opinion *

*Awarded the 2019 AUDITING: A Journal of Practice & Theory Best Paper Award*

Kelton, A.S. and U. Murthy.  2016. The effects of information disaggregation and financial statement interactivity on judgments and decisions of nonprofessional investors. Journal of Information Systems 30 (3): 99-118.
*Awarded the 2018 Journal of Information Systems Best Paper Award*
Pennington, R.R. and A.S. Kelton. 2016. How much is enough? An investigation of nonprofessional investor information search and stopping rule use. International Journal of Accounting Information Systems 21: 47-62.

Beets, D., A.S. Kelton, and B. Lewis. 2015. An assessment of accounting journal quality based on departmental lists. Scientometrics 102(1): 315-332.
Gaynor, L. M. and A.S. Kelton. 2014. The effects of analyst forecasts and earnings trends on perceptions of management forecast credibility. Accounting and Finance 54(1): 189-210.
Kelton, A.S. and R. R. Pennington. 2012. Internet financial reporting. The effects of information presentation format and content differences on investor decision making. Computers in Human Behavior 28(4): 1178-1185.
Kelton, A.S, R.R. Pennington and B. Tuttle. 2010. The effects of information presentation format on judgment and decision making: A review of the information systems research. Journal of Information Systems 24(2): 79-105.
Kelton, A.S. and Y. Yang. 2008. The impact of corporate governance on Internet financial reporting. Journal of Accounting and Public Policy 27: 62-87. 
*Awarded the 2015 Accounting Information Systems Notable Contribution to the Literature Award*
Stanga, K.G. and A.S. Kelton. 2008a. Ethicality and moral intensity of earnings management: Does the method matter? Research on Professional Responsibility and Ethics in Accounting 13: 19-40.
Stanga, K.G. and A.S. Kelton.  2008b. An attributional analysis of ethicality judgments of earnings management. Research on Professional Responsibility and Ethics in Accounting 13: 87-112.
Stanga, K.G. and A.S. Kelton. 2008c. Managerial intent and the ethics of earnings management. Research on Professional Responsibility and Ethics in Accounting 12: 149-172.

Pennington, R.R., Kelton A.S., and D.D. Devries. 2006. The effects of qualitative overload on technology acceptance. Journal of Information Systems 20 (2): 25-36.
OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Kelton, A. S. “New study: Investors may take cues from CEOs’ Twitter activity” Nashville Business Journal, September 18, 2020. https://www.bizjournals.com/nashville/news/2020/09/18/investors-may-take-cues-from-ceo-twitter-activity.html
Kelton, A. S. and R. R. Pennington. “Do tweets from CEOs matter to investors?” LSE Business Review Blog, November 29, 2019. https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/businessreview/2019/11/29/do-tweets-from-ceos-matter-to-investors/.

RESEARCH IN PROCESS
Kelton, A.S. Who’s to blame? CEO gender, AI use, and investor reactions to restatements.

Kelton, A.S. The effect of CEO gender on investor reactions to CEO apologies.
Carrillo, H. E., L. M. Gaynor, and A.S. Kelton. How Do Critical Audit Matters and Investor Sophistication Affect Subsequent Financial Reporting Choices by CFOs
Kelton, A. S. and B. Vagner. The effects of anonymity and feedback on knowledge withholding behavior.
Evans, A., S. Hannah, A. S. Kelton, and Y. Yang. Diversity at the top and firm risk-taking: The conditional effects of executive and board gender on risk tradeoffs.

PRESENTATIONS
Research Presentations 
Discussant on “Are all pictures worth 1,000 words? An investigation of fit between graph type and performance on accounting data analytics tasks,” by Granitto and Murthy. 2024 Journal of Information Systems Conference, Atlanta, GA (January 2024).

“Understanding investors’ unconscious gender bias” 8th Annual Tennessee Alumni Research Symposium, Knoxville, TN (July 2023).
“Can strong governance mitigate cybersecurity breach contagion effects?” 2022 AAA-AIS Section Midyear Meeting, Orlando, FL (January 2022).

Discussant on “Data breach severity and debt market responses,” by Evans, Beyer, Mason and West. 2022 AAA-AIS Section Midyear Meeting, Orlando, FL (January 2022).

Discussant on “The causal effect of unionization on firms’ earnings management: Evidence from the regression discontinuity design,” by Lin. 2022 AAA-AIS Section Midyear Meeting, Orlando, FL (January 2022).

“Critical audit matters: An invitation to auditors for psychological licensing?” 6th Annual Tennessee Alumni Research Symposium, Knoxville, TN (July 2021).
“Does market sentiment affect investor information processing? Evidence from the credibility of management forecasts,” 2021 Virtual Annual Congress of the European Accounting Association, presented by co-author (May 26-28, 2021).
Discussant on “Privacy-preserving information sharing within an audit firm,” by Yin and Kogan. 2020 Journal of Information Systems Conference, Orlando, FL (January 2020)
“The effect of personalized communication and extrinsic rewards on accountants’ participation in crowdsourcing,” 2020 AAA-AIS Section Midyear Meeting, Orlando, FL. presented by co-author, (January 2020)
“Investor sentiment and management forecast credibility” 4th Annual Tennessee Alumni Research Symposium, Knoxville, TN (July 2019).
“Do voluntary disclosures mitigate the cybersecurity breach contagion effect?” 4th Journal of Information Systems Conference, San Antonio, TX (January 2019)
“Investor sentiment and management forecast credibility” MTSU Department of Accounting Research Workshop (November 2018)
“Critical audit matters and moral licensing: A threat to audit quality?” MTSU Department of Accounting Research Workshop (February 2018)
Discussant on “The effect of shadow IT use on employee performance evaluations,” by Allen, Burton, Smith and Wood. 2017 AAA-AIS Section Midyear Meeting, Orlando, FL (January 2017).

“Does Breaking the Glass Ceiling Raise the Ethical Floor? The Conditional Effects of Executive and Board Gender on Corporate Ethics,” 2016 Tennessee Alumni Research Symposium, Knoxville, TN (September 2016).
Discussant on “Does Using Specialists Provide Auditors with Superior Litigation Protection for More Versus Less Aggressive Management Estimates?” by Brown, Grenier, Pyzoha, and Reffett. 2016 AAA Annual Meeting, New York, NY (August 2016).

“If You Tweet, They Will Follow: CEO Tweets, Social Capital, and Investor Say-on-Pay Judgments,” 2016 AAA-AIS Section Midyear Meeting, Houston, TX (January 2016).

Discussant on “The Effect of the Method of Auditor/Client Interaction on How Supervisors’ Views and Clients’ Views Influence Subordinates’ Judgments,” by Gomaa, Sledgianowski, and Tan. 2016 AAA-AIS Section Midyear Meeting, Houston, TX (January 2016).

“If You Tweet, They Will Follow: CEO Tweets, Social Capital, and Investor Judgments,” 2015 ABO Research Conference, Nashville, TN (October 2015).

“The Unintended Consequences of Uncertainty Disclosures Made by Auditors and Managers on Nonprofessional Investor Judgments,” 2015 ABO Research Conference, Nashville, TN, presented by co-author (October 2015).

Discussant on “Accounting Information Systems and Ethics Research: Review, Synthesis, and the Future,” by Guragai, Hunt, Neri and Taylor. 2015 AAA-AIS Section Midyear Meeting, Charleston, SC (January 2015).
“The Differential Effects of Management and Auditor Disclosures of Estimation Uncertainty on Nonprofessional Investor Judgments,” 2014 AAA-Auditing Section Midyear Meeting, San Antonio, TX, presented by co-author (January 2014).

“Corporate tax evasion and CFO gender,” WFU School of Business Research Workshop Series, Winston-Salem, NC (January 2014).

Discussant on “Eye Tracking and Income Statements: A Psychometric Investigation of Accounting Domain Schemata,” by Fulmer and Gerard. 2014 AAA-AIS Section Midyear Meeting, Raleigh, NC (January 2014).
“Information Search and Cognitive Stopping Rule Use in Investment Decision Making,” 2014 AAA-AIS Section Midyear Meeting, Raleigh, NC (January 2014).

Discussant on “The Quality of Interactive Data: XBRL versus Compustat, Yahoo Finance, and Google Finance,” by Bortiz and No. 2013 AAA Annual Meeting, Anaheim, CA (August 2013).
“A Comprehensive Ranking of Accounting Journals,” 2013 European Accounting Association Annual Congress, Paris, France, presented by co-author (May 2013).

“The Unintended Consequences of Management and Auditor Disclosures of Significant Accounting Estimates,” WFU Accounting Brownbag Series, Winston-Salem, NC (November 2012).

“The Effects of Information Disaggregation and Financial Statement Interactivity on Judgments and Decisions of Nonprofessional Investors,” 2012 ABO Research Conference, Atlanta, GA (October 2012).

“The Effects of Information Disaggregation and Financial Statement Interactivity on Judgments and Decisions of Nonprofessional Investors,” 2012 AAA-IS Midyear Meeting, Scottsdale, AZ (January 2012).

Discussant on “An Empirical Investigation of the Relationships between Firm IT Capabilities, Section 404 Internal Control Assessment, Audit Fees and Audit Delays,” by Chen, Lynch and Xia. 2011 AAA-IS Midyear Meeting, Atlanta, GA (January 2011).
“The Effects of Analyst Forecasts and Management Forecast Plausibility on Investor Perceptions of Management Earnings Forecast Credibility,” 2009 ABO Research Conference, Seattle, WA (October 2009).
Discussant on “The Impact of Tagging Qualitative Financial Information on Investor Decision Making: Implications for XBRL,” by Arnold, Bedard, Phillips and Sutton. 2009 ABO Research Conference, Seattle, WA (October 2009).
Discussant on “Determinants and Consequences of CIO Compensation,” by Richardson, Sambamurthy, Sanchez, and Smith. 2009 AAA-IS Midyear Meeting, Charleston, SC (January 2009).
Discussant on “An Examination of Auditor Negotiation Strategies,” by Brown and Wright. 2008 ABO Research Conference, Providence, RI (October 2008).
Discussant on “The Effect of Audit Support System Design and Auditor Personality on Several Audit Support System Use Behaviors,” by Dowling. 2008 AAA-IS Midyear Meeting, Redondo Beach, CA (January 2008).
“An Examination of the Cognitive and Technological Effects of Electronic Financial Information on Investment Decisions,” 2007 ABO Research Conference Research Forum, Philadelphia, PA (October 2007).
Discussant on “Antecedents and Consequences of Lifestyle Choice in Public Accounting,” by Jones, Norman, and Weir. 2007 ABO Research Conference, Philadelphia, PA (October 2007).

Discussant on “An Investigation of User and Provider Perceptions of Management Accounting System Services,” by Walker, Johnson, and Fleischman. 2007 AAA Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL (August 2007).
Discussant on “The Effects of Quantification on Persuasion in Unfamiliar Contexts: The Case of IT Controls,” by Loraas. 2007 AAA Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL (August 2007).

“The Effect of Hyperlinks and Irrelevant Information on Investor Judgments,” 2007 AAA-IS Midyear Meeting, Savannah, GA (January 2007).
“The Impact of Corporate Governance on Internet Financial Reporting,” 2006 AAA Annual Meeting, Washington, DC (August 2006).
“The Impact of Corporate Governance on Internet Financial Reporting,” University of Tennessee Corporate Governance Center Research Forum, Knoxville, TN (March 2005).
“A Preliminary Study of the Mediating Effect of Qualitative Overload on Perceived Ease of Use 

and Intention in the Technology Acceptance Model,” AAA-IS Mid-Year Meeting, New Orleans, LA (January 2005).
“The Impact of Corporate Governance on Internet Financial Reporting,” Journal of Information Systems New Scholars Research Workshop, New Orleans, LA (January 2005).
Invited Lectures

“Balancing teaching and research”, 2025 AIS New Scholars Consortium, Boca Raton, FL (February 2025).

“Reimagining AIS Research”, Keynote Address, 2024 International Symposium on Accounting Information Systems, Paphos, Cyprus (June 2024).

“Help, I need somebody! – Working with co-authors,” Invited panel presentation, 2013 AIS New Scholars Consortium, Ft. Lauderdale, FL (January 2013). 

Presentations to Practitioners

“Innovations in Fraud Detection,” MTSU CPE Day, MTSU Department of Accounting (December 2, 2021).

“Solving Your Data Problems with Alteryx,” MTSU CPE Day, MTSU Department of Accounting (December 4, 2020).

“Analytics in the Accounting Curriculum,” 2019 Community College Connection, MTSU Department of Accounting (March 22, 2019).

“Accounting Visualizations,” 27th Annual Alumni Appreciation Day, MTSU Department of Accounting (April 26, 2018).

SEMINARS/CONFERENCES
2025 AAA-AIS Midyear Meeting, Boca Raton, FL

2024 AAA-AIS Midyear Meeting, Atlanta, GA

2023 8th Annual Tennessee Alumni Research Symposium, Knoxville, TN

2023 Nashville Fraud Conference (Virtual)

2023 AAA-AIS Midyear Meeting, Las Vegas, NV

2022 PCAOB Conference on Auditing and Capital Markets (Virtual)

2022 AAA-AIS Midyear Meeting, Orlando, FL

2022 AAA Intensive Data and Analytics Summer Workshop, Orlando, FL

2022 MT Engage Summer Institute

2021 PCAOB Conference on Auditing and Capital Markets (Virtual)

2021 6th Annual Tennessee Alumni Research Symposium (Virtual)

2021 Accounting Information Systems Bootcamp (Virtual)

2021 AAA-AIS Midyear Meeting (Virtual)

2021 AAA-APLG/FSA Annual Seminar (Virtual)

2020 Journal of Information Systems Conference, Orlando, FL
2020 AAA-AIS Midyear Meeting, Orlando, FL

2019 4th Annual Tennessee Alumni Research Symposium, Knoxville, TN
2019 AAA Intensive Data and Analytics Summer Workshop, Orlando, FL

2019 AAA-Auditing Midyear Meeting, Nashville, TN

2019 Journal of Information Systems Conference, San Antonio, TX
2019 AAA-AIS Midyear Meeting, San Antonio, TX

2018 AAA Intensive Data and Analytics Summer Workshop, Orlando, FL

MEDIA COVERAGE

MTSU “‘MTSU On the Record’ examines investor reaction to CEOs’ tweets,” by Gina Logue, May 5, 2020. https://mtsunews.com/kelton-on-the-record-may2020/
Course Hero, “Teach Outside the Box: The “Question Everything” Edition,” by Laura Quaglio, March 26, 2020. https://www.coursehero.com/faculty-club/classroom-tips/teach-outside-the-box/.

MTSU “‘MTSU On the Record’ Decodes research on Companies’ Cybersecurity, Transparency,” by Gina Logue, January 7, 2020. https://mtsunews.com/kelton-on-the-record-jan2020/
CPO Magazine, “Voluntary Disclosure of Cybersecurity Risk Mitigates Contagion Effect with Investors”, by Nicole Lindsey, November 19, 2019. https://www.cpomagazine.com/cyber-security/voluntary-disclosure-of-cybersecurity-risks-mitigates-contagion-effect-with-investors/
Wall Street Journal, “Removing a CISO After a Breach is a Tough Call, Experts Say,” by Kim S. Nash, Angus Loten, and James Rundle. November 8, 2019.

Fortune, “58 Women CFOs in the Fortune 500: Is This Progress,” by Pat Wechsler, February 24,
2015.

The Atlantic, “For Less Corporate Fraud, Add Female Executives,” by Gillian B. White, 
February 19, 2015

Bloomberg Business, “More Female Executives Means Less Tax Evasion, Study Finds,” by 
Kelly Gilblom, February 12, 2015.
HONORS AND AWARDS
2024 Kathy & Bill Jones Outstanding Faculty Award, MTSU Jones College of Business.

2023 E. W. “Wink” Midgett Award of Faculty Excellence nominee, MTSU Jones College of Business

2022 AAA-AIS Section Distinguished Service Award

2022 Accounting Advisory Board Outstanding Faculty Award

2022 E. W. “Wink” Midgett Distinguished Service Award nominee, MTSU Jones College of Business

2022 E. W. “Wink” Midgett Award of Faculty Excellence nominee, MTSU Jones College of Business

2021 E. W. “Wink” Midgett Distinguished Research Award nominee, MTSU Jones College of Business

2019 Accounting Advisory Board Outstanding Faculty Award

2019 E. W. “Wink” Midgett Distinguished Research Award nominee, MTSU Jones College of Business

2019 AUDITING: A Journal of Practice & Theory Best Paper Award

2018 Journal of Information Systems Best Paper Award
2017 Journal of Information Systems Outstanding Reviewer Service Award
2016 WFU MSA Teaching Award Nominee
2016 T.B. Rose Fellowship in Business – award recognizing innovation in the classroom

2016 Accounting Information Systems Section Midyear Meeting Best Paper Award

2015 Accounting Information Systems Notable Contribution to the Literature Award 

2013 WFU MSA Teaching Award Nominee 

2013 WFU Senior Class Teaching Award Nominee

2012 Co-recipient of PwC INQuires Research Grant, $5,000

2011 Co-recipient of PwC INQuires Research Grant, $5,000

2011 Co-recipient of PwC INQuires Research Grant, $2,500

2010 Co-recipient of PwC INQuires Research Grant, $10,000

2006 Graduate Teaching Award Finalist, University of Tennessee College of Business 
2005 American Accounting Association Doctoral Consortium Fellow, Lake Tahoe, CA
2005 University of Tennessee Scholarly Activities and Research Incentive Fund Graduate 

Research Assistantship 

2005 University of Tennessee Graduate Student Travel Award
2004 Graduate Teaching Award Finalist, University of Tennessee College of Business

Editorial Activities
Journals
Issues in Accounting Education, Editor (2023-present)
Issues in Accounting Education, Editorial Board (2022-2023)
Journal of Information Systems, Editorial Board (2020-present)
Auditing: A Journal of Practice & Theory, Editorial Board (2017-present)

Current Issues in Auditing, Editorial Advisory and Review Board (2017-present)

International Journal of Accounting Information Systems, Associate Editor (2014-2020)

Accounting and Finance, ad hoc Reviewer
Behavioral Research in Accounting, ad hoc Reviewer
Computers in Human Behavior, ad hoc Reviewer
European Accounting Review, ad hoc Reviewer
Issues in Accounting Education, ad hoc Reviewer
Journal of Accounting and Public Policy, ad hoc Reviewer
SERVICE
Middle Tennessee State University
University Student Appeals Committee, 2022-2023
Jones College of Business, Middle Tennessee State University
Jones College of Business Tenure and Promotion Review Committee, 2025-present

Chair, Jones College of Business Faculty Governance Committee, 2024-2025

Jones College of Business Graduate Programs Committee, 2024-present

Jones College of Business Faculty Governance Committee, 2021-present

Chair, Jones College of Business Student Success Committee, 2020-2021

Jones College of Business Student Success Committee, 2018-2020
Department of Accounting, Middle Tennessee State University
Chair, Accounting Tenure and Promotion Committee, 2025-present

Accounting Assurance of Learning Committee, 2025-present

Chair, Accounting Tenure-Track Faculty Search Committee, 2023-2025
MTSU Accounting Alumni Ambassador Board, ex officio member, 2022-present
Chair, Accounting Tenure and Promotion Committee, 2022-2023
Accounting Strategic Planning Committee, 2019-2025
Accounting Graduate Curriculum Committee, 2017-present

Accounting Tenure and Promotion Committee Member, 2021-2022 
Search Committee, Jacobs Chair of Excellence in Accounting, 2020-2022

Accounting Technology Implementation Committee, 2020-2022
Masters of Accounting Student Advisor, 2018-2020
Search Committee, Business Law, Full-Time Temporary Faculty Position, 2018

Accounting Information Systems Section of the American Accounting Association 
Past President (2025-2026)

President (2024-2025)

Vice President (President-Elect), 2023-2024 (elected)
Secretary, 2022-2023 (elected)
Meeting Coordinator, 2022 AIS Midyear Meeting

Meeting Coordinator, 2021 New Scholars Consortium

Research and Publications Committee Chairperson, 2017-2018 (elected)
Research and Publications Committee, 2016-present

Treasurer, 2013-2015 (elected)
Deputy Treasurer, 2012-2013
Executive Committee, Member at-Large, 2008-2009 (elected)
TEACHING ACTIVITIES

Middle Tennessee State University

Accounting Analytics (graduate course)
Accounting Systems (dual-listed course)
Forensic Accounting & Fraud Auditing (dual-listed course)

Honors Thesis Advisor
Wake Forest University
Accounting Information Systems (undergraduate and graduate course)

Data Analytics for Accountants

Introduction to Financial Accounting

University of South Florida
	Accounting Information Systems
Advanced Accounting Information Systems (graduate course)



University of Tennessee
	Business Process Analysis
Principles of Managerial Accounting
Principles of Financial Accounting


PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
· American Accounting Association - Accounting, Behavior and Organizations, Auditing, Accounting Information Systems, and Forensic Accounting sections member
· Association of Certified Fraud Examiners, Associate Member
OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

	KPMG LLP, Denver, CO

Assurance Senior Associate


	2000-2002

	KPMG LLP, Washington, DC

Assurance Staff Accountant

Assurance Intern


	1998-2000

1997

	University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN

Graduate Research Assistant

Graduate Teaching Assistant


	2003-2006

2002-2003

	James Madison University, Harrisonburg, VA

Graduate Assistant


	1997-1998
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