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ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
 
2009 – present Professor, Department of History, Middle Tennessee State University  
2004 – 2009 Associate Professor, Department of History, Middle Tennessee State University  
1999 – 2004 Assistant Professor, Department of History, Middle Tennessee State University  
 
EDUCATION 
 
1999 Ph.D., History, Ohio State University 
1994 M.A., History, University of North Carolina at Greensboro 
1990 B.A., History, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
 
EXTERNAL GRANTS AND HONORS 
 
2016 - 2019 Distinguished Lectureship Program, Organization of American Historians 
 
2007 - 2008 Soros Justice Fellowship, Open Society Institute, US Justice Fund 
 
2007 Willie Lee Rose Prize, Southern Association For Women Historians 
  
2001 - 2002 Sexuality Research Postdoctoral Fellowship, Social Science Research Council 
 
PUBLICATIONS: BOOKS 
 
2013 Living in Infamy: Felon Disfranchisement and the History of American Citizenship, 

Oxford University Press 
 
2008  Other Souths: Diversity and Difference in the U.S. South, Reconstruction to Present, 

University of Georgia Press (edited volume) 
 
2006 Sexuality, Politics, and Social Control in Virginia, 1920-1945, University of North 

Carolina Press 
 
PUBLICATIONS: OTHER 
 
2019 "'Testimonial Incapacity and Criminal Defendants in the South." In Crime and 

Punishment in the Jim Crow South, edited by Natalie Ring and Amy Wood. University of 
Illinois Press, forthcoming, 2019 

 
2019 "'They Are All She Had':  Formerly Incarcerated Women and the Right to Vote." In 

Sunbelt Prisons, edited by Robert Chase and Norwood Andrews. University of North 
Carolina Press, Justice, Power, and Politics series, forthcoming 2019. 

 
2018 "Locked Down," Reviews in American History 46 (2018) 413–419 (in press). 
 



2018 "Rural," in The Routledge History of Queer America, edited by Don Romesburg. 
 
2016 "Manifesto for A Queer South," in PMLA: The Journal of the Modern Language 

Association of America. 
 
2011 "Race and Partisanship in Criminal Disfranchisement Laws: Antecedents of the 2000 

Election Controversy in Florida."  In Freedom Rights: New Perspectives on the Civil 
Rights Movement, edited by Danielle McGuire and John Dittmer, p. 277-302. University 
Press of Kentucky. 

 
2009 "'A Chicken Stealer Shall Lose his Vote':  Disfranchisement for Larceny in the South, 

1874-1890," Journal of Southern History 75:4 (November 2009), p. 932-962. 
 
2003 "Regulation and the Nation: Comparative Perspectives on Prostitution and Public 

Policy," Journal of Women's History 15:1 (Spring 2003), p. 203-212. 
 
Book Reviews Journal of American History, American Historical Review, Law and History Review, 

Reviews in American History, Journal of Southern History, Journal of the History of 
Sexuality, Gender and History, North Carolina Historical Review, Bulletin of the History 
of Medicine. 

 
CURRENT PROJECTS 
 
2019 "Race and Law in the Nineteenth-Century South," review essay, under consideration, 

Journal of Southern History. 
 
TBA Book manuscript on the history of limitations on witness testimony 
 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS 
 
 
2019 (forthcoming) University of Missouri School of Law and the Kinder Institute on Constitutional 

Democracy at the University of Missouri, Symposium on Felon Disenfranchisement 
 
2018 Freedoms Gained and Lost: Reinterpreting Reconstruction in the Atlantic World 

Conference (College of Charleston), Paper title, "Reconstruction and the Long History of 
Equal Access to Court Testimony." 

 
2017 Soros Justice Fellows Annual Conference, "Felon Disfranchisement: Updates and 

Strategies." (With Dwayne Betts) 
 
2016 University of Richmond Colloquium, "Reconstruction and the Arc of Racial (In)Justice." 

Paper title, "Testimonial Incapacity as a Collateral Consequence of Criminal Conviction 
in the 19th and 20th Century South." 

 
2015  Re-visioning Justice Conference, Vanderbilt Divinity School Cal Turner Program for 

Moral Leadership in the Professions. Discussion panel, "Forever a Felon: Pitfalls of Re-
Entry." 

 
2015  Symposium on "Protecting the Vote: Dialogues on Citizenship, Elections and the 



Franchise." Hall Center for the Humanities, Kansas University. 
 
2015  Stony Brook University Conference, "From the Color Line to the Carceral State: Prisons, 

Policing, and Surveillance." Paper title, "Testimonial Incapacity as a Collateral 
Consequence of Criminal Conviction in the 19th Century South." 

 
2015 Southern Historical Association. Comment on panel "Contending with the Corporate 

South." 
 
2015  Association for the Study of African American Life and History. Paper title: "'Subjected 

to Still Greater Punishment': Testimonial Incapacity as a Collateral Consequence of 
Criminal Conviction in the 19th Century South." 

 
2014  The Society for the Study of Southern Literature. Plenary session: "Manifesto for a Queer 

South."  
 
2014 Association for the Study of African American Life and History. Paper title, "African 

American Resistance to Felon Disfranchisement in the Early Twentieth Century." 
 
2014  Southern Historical Association. Comment on panel "The Politics of Adornment: 

Rethinking Women's Activism Through an Examination of Dress." 
 
2013 American Historical Association. Affiliated session, Committee on Lesbian, Gay, 

Bisexual, and Transgender History. Paper title, "New Directions in LGBT Southern 
History." 

 
2012 Symposium on Sunbelt Prisons and the Carceral State, Southern Methodist University. 

Paper title, "'They Are All She Had':  Formerly Incarcerated Women and the Right to 
Vote in the Early 20th Century." 

 
2012 Southern Association of Women's Historians Conference, Texas Christian University. 

Plenary Session: "LGBT/Sexuality/Gender History: The State of the Field(s)." 
 
2011 Sunbelt Prisons Conference, Center for the American West, University of Colorado.  

Paper title, "'They Are All She Had': Formerly Incarcerated Women and the Right to 
Vote, 1890-1945." 

 
2011 Berkshire Conference on Women's History, University of Massachusetts at Amherst.  

Paper title, "'They Are All She Had': Formerly Incarcerated Women and the Right to 
Vote, 1890-1945." 

 
2008 Race and Place Conference, University of Alabama. Paper title, "Crime, Punishment and 

Poultry: Disfranchisement for Chicken Theft in the South 1874-1904." 
 
2006 Southern Historical Association Conference. Paper title, "Disqualification and 

Disfranchisement: Infamous Criminals and Petitions for Restoration of Citizenship in 
Tennessee, 1880-1950."  

 
2003 Sexual Worlds, Political Cultures Conference. Paper title, "Political Power and the 

Construction of Sexual Danger in 1930s Virginia."  
 
2002 Berkshire Conference on Women's History. Comment for panel, "Interpreting Erotica: 



Comparative Perspectives, Intercultural Contacts."   
 
2002 Organization of American Historians. Paper title, "Political Power and the Construction 

of Sexual Danger in 1930s Virginia."  
 
2001 American Historical Association. Affiliated Session, MARHO: The Radical Historians' 

Organization. Roundtable discussion, "Radical Historians and Transnational Activism." 
 
 
INVITED SPEAKER 
 
2019 (forthcoming) Phi Alpha Theta Conference, Texas State University 
 
2018  Nashville Alumnae Chapter Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Winter Workshop, "Felon 

Disfranchisement: Past, Present, and Future." 
 
2018 University of Florida, "Felon Disfranchisement in Florida in Historical Perspective" 
 
2017  Macalester College, Speaker for AMST 301-01: Critical Prison Studies, Professor Karin 

Aguilar-San Juan 
 
2017 Equity Alliance Nashville, Panel Discussion on "The Great White Hoax" 
 
2017  University of Iowa, "Infamy and Voting Rights in Iowa and the United States" 
 
2017 League of Women Voters of Nashville, "A Historical Perspective on Felon 

Disfranchisement." 
 
2017 Davidson County (TN) Democratic Party, "Felon Disfranchisement: Past, Present, and 

Future." 
 
2017   Equity Alliance Nashville, "Felon Disfranchisement: Past, Present, and Future." 
 
2017   Tennessee State University, Samuel Shannon Distinguished Lecture Series. 
 
2016  Macalester College, Speaker for AMST 301-01: Critical Prison Studies, Professor Karin 

Aguilar-San Juan 
 
2016  University of Richmond, Jepson School of Leadership Studies, "A Conversation on 

Police-Community Relations." 
 
2016 North Dakota State University, Department of History. "Felon Disfranchisement and the 

History of American Citizenship." 
 
2016  Indiana Department of Corrections, Rockville Correctional Facility for Women (via 

Skype). Invitation from Alex Lichtenstein, Indiana University Department of History. 
 
2016 Arkansas State University, Department of History. "Felon Disfranchisement and the 

History of American Citizenship." 
 
2015  University of California at Berkeley, US Political History Seminar Series, Institute for 

Governmental Studies. "Felon Disfranchisement and the History of American 



Citizenship." 
 
2015 Kansas University, Langston Hughes Center and Department of African and African 

American Studies 
 
2015  Harry Adams Inns of Court, University Club of Nashville. "50th Anniversary of the 

Voting Rights Act." 
 
2015  Ohio State University History Department, "Felon Disfranchisement and the History of 

American Citizenship." 
 
2013 Middle Tennessee State University, Lambda Student Association. "Everything you Need 

to Know about LGBT History."  
 
2012 Sweet Briar College. "Gender, Race, and the History of Felony Disfranchisement in 

America."  
 
2011 Mount Holyoke College. "Felon Disfranchisement and Citizenship in American History." 
 
2008 Valdosta State University, Women's and Gender Studies Lecture Series. "Venereal 

Disease and the Politics of Social Control in Virginia 1920-1940." 
 
2007 Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia. "Sexuality, Politics, and Social Control in 

Virginia, 1920–1945." 
 
1996 Valentine Museum, Richmond, Virginia.  Moderator and comment for panel, 

"Illegitimate Unions: The History of Sexuality in the South." 
 
 
 
 
NOTABLE LEGAL CITATIONS 
 
Complaint, Hand v. Scott (Florida Northern District Court, 2017) 
Complaint, Thompson v. Alabama (U.S. District Court for the Middle District of Alabama, 2016) 
Griffin v. Pate (Supreme Court of Iowa 2016) 
Brief in support of petitioner-appellant, NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Griffin v. Pate (Supreme 

Court of Iowa, 2015) 
Amici Curiae Brief, by NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc., The Sentencing Project, and 

Southern Poverty Law Center, Voice of the Ex-Offender v. State of Louisiana (Louisiana Court of 
Appeal, First Circuit, 2017) 

 
ARTICLE REVIEWER 
 
The Public Historian 
Journal of Southern History 
Journal of Women's History 
Virginia Magazine of History and Biography 
Journal of the History of Sexuality 
Yale Law Journal 
 
MANUSCRIPT REVIEWER 



 
University of North Carolina Press 
University of Georgia Press 
University of Arkansas Press 
University of Kentucky Press 
Louisiana State University Press 
 
SELECTED DEPARTMENTAL AND UNIVERSITY SERVICE  
 
2018 - 2019 President, MTSU Faculty Senate 
2010 - 2016  Director of Graduate Studies, History Department. 
2014 Chair, Visiting Instructor Search Committee (hired 5 positions) 
2008 Chair, Liaison Committee 
2006 Chair, African American History Search Committee 
2005, 2007 Chair, Peer Advisory Committee 
2004 - 2006 Chair, Strickland Visiting Scholar Committee 
 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, AWARDS, AND GRANTS 
 
2019-2020 Chair, Southern Historical Association, Charles S. Sydnor Award Committee 
 
2018 Member, AAUP, Committee on College and University Governance 
 
2018 Site visit, AAUP, to Stillman College to report on conditions for academic freedom and 

tenure  
 
2018 Chair, OAH John D'Emilio LGBTQ History Dissertation Award committee 
 
2018 Membership Chair, Tennessee State Conference, AAUP 
 
2016-present Editorial Board, Journal of Southern History 
 
2016-2017  President, MTSU Chapter, AAUP 
 
2016 MTSU Faculty Senate, College of Liberal Arts Representative 
 
2016  External Program Reviewer, Arkansas State University, History Department 
 
2015  College of Liberal Arts Faculty Research Award 
 
2015 Program Committee for 2016 Southern Historical Association annual conference 
 
2015 External Program Reviewer, University of Central Arkansas History Department 
 
2010 Non-instructional Assignment Award, Middle Tennessee State University 
 
2008 Program Committee for 2009 Southern Historical Association annual conference 
 
2007 Faculty Summer Research Grant, Middle Tennessee State University 
 
2006-2012 Secretary-Treasurer, Tennessee State Conference, American Association of University 

Professors 



 
2005 Faculty Summer Research Grant, Middle Tennessee State University 
 
2003 Co-Organizer, Sexual Worlds, Political Cultures Conference, October 2003. Funded in 

part by the Social Science Research Council. 
 
2003 Faculty Summer Research Grant, Middle Tennessee State University 
 
2001 Faculty Summer Research Grant, Middle Tennessee State University 
 
TEACHING FIELDS 
 
19th and 20th Century U.S., Legal and Political History, Southern History, Gender and Sexuality 
 
DISSERTATIONS DIRECTED 
 
2011 Angela Smith, "John Beecher: An Activist Poet Chronicles an American Century." 
 
2016  Elizabeth Catte, "No Deed But Memory: The Public History of American Race Riots." 
 
 
DISSERTATIONS ADVISED AS A COMMITTEE MEMBER 
 
2016 Cyrana Wyker, "Queering Collective Memory: Public History and the Future of the 

Queer Past." 
 
In-Process Daniel Manuel (Rutgers University, external committee member) "Contentious Care: 

Organizing around Health Care and HIV in the Deep South." 
 
COURSES TAUGHT 
 
History 2020, US History Since 1877 
History 4060, US History 1914-1945 
History 4730, American Social History 
History 4760, Race, Class, and Gender in Modern America 
History 6104 Topics in American History: LGBT History 
History 6240, Seminar in African American History 
History 6104 Topics in American History: The Modern South 
History 6014 Topics in Southern History: Capitalism and Incarceration 
History 6170, Graduate Seminar in US History, 1914-1945 
History 6020, Historical Research Methods 
 


