General Education Committee

Minutes of the Meeting on September 30, 2011
2:00-4:00 p.m. 

Library 475

I.

Welcome and Introductions (by Committee Chair Justin Gardner) 
The following voting members were present: Chris Herlihy, Kari Neely, Rachel Kirk, Justin Gardner, Sandra Poirier, Will Carter, Doug Timmons, Becky Alexander, Dennis Powell, Charlene True, April Richardson, Shanita McLaurin, Dwight Brooks, Donald Kendrick, and Heather Lambert.  Ex-officio members in attendance were Sheila Otto, James Burton, Fay Parham, Robert Hunt, and John Omachonu. Guests were Peg McCree, Don Nelson, Allison Smith, and Tom Strawman

II.

Committee Charge (by Vice Provost John Omachonu)
III.

Election of Officers: Will Carter was elected Vice Chair and Sandra Poirier was elected Secretary.
IV.

Approval of Minutes: The Committee approved the minutes of the previous meeting on April 1, 2011.
V.

History of General Education Assessment at MTSU (Sheila Otto) 
Shelia provided an overview of the General Education Committee and the General Education Assessment mandated by the TBR. The Gen Ed Committee serves as the curriculum committee for General Education and is made up of 20 voting members plus 5 ex-officio members. There are 41 hours in the Gen Ed core. MTSU assesses student learning in the areas of mathematics, oral communication, writing, and critical thinking, and reports these results to the TBR and to the university community annually.

VI. 
General Education Assessment Reports--Mandated by TBR for the following:




Mathematics Assessment: MATH 1710 report (Don Nelson):  

Student learning in mathematics only assessed in the spring semester. Reasons for less than satisfactory results were discussed. One area of discussion focused on too many adjuncts and temporary staff teaching the GE math courses. The Mathematics Assessment Report was approved by the Committee.
Oral Communication Assessment: COMM 2200 report (Peg McCree):  
Dramatic improvement results this year because of:
Better representative sample

Teacher training

Collaboration with library and PowerPoint/websites provided

Action Suggested:  Put Library link on the MTSU Homepage.

The Oral Communication Assessment Report was approved by the Committee.
Writing Assessment: ENGL 1020 report (Allison Smith): The English Department continues to respond to writing assessment weak results with a number of initiatives to improve teaching and learning, including requiring library instruction for all students in ENGL 1020 and providing a number of professional development opportunities for Gen Ed faculty. New ENGL 1020 textbook is titled Research Matters and a change of format to an e-book was discussed. 
The Writing Assessment Report was approved by the Committee.
Critical Thinking Assessment: CCTST report (Fay Parham): 
The MTSU exit exam for seniors is the California Critical Thinking Skills Test. The test results have been declining for all colleges since 2009. Discussion focused on the following reasons:

Class sizes are too large. For example, COMM 2200 classes are sometimes too large (25+ students) and there is not enough time to focus on critical thinking.

Possibly create a new course focusing on critical thinking.
Are the students in the major obtaining the critical thinking skills from the General Education courses?
Raider Learning Communities and the MTSU Writing Center: students can use these options for learning support and tutoring.
One idea proposed was to reward students with financial awards to help improve the scores.
The Critical Thinking Assessment Report was approved by the Committee.
The General Education Assessment Report for 2010-2011 can be accessed at the General Education web site: http://www.mtsu.edu/gen_ed/
VII. Assessment Subcommittee Report: Periodic Review Process for General Education courses (Justin Gardner).

Justin reported on the work that was done last academic year to develop criteria for a periodic review process for all courses in the Gen Ed Program. Discussion focused on making this a meaningful process that does not place an undue burden on the departments. It is the Gen Ed Committee’s responsibility to insure that courses continue to meet the outcomes established by TBR, and a periodic review process would enable the Committee to fulfill its charge, The Assessment Subcommittee will be meeting in October or November to develop final guidelines.
Key Question: How many Gen Ed courses are taught by adjuncts?  Adjuncts may not have the same commitment or get all of the same communication as others.  

VIII.
General Education Teaching Award
The Policies and Procedures Subcommittee will meet later in the semester to develop criteria for a Gen Ed Teaching Award.
IX.

Other Business and Adjournment

There was no additional business so the meeting was adjourned.

