






























Concept Statement 
 

     The 2016 design of Werner Insurance Company located in Nashville, TN was done in a contemporary interpretation of the mid-century modern style with an 
achromatic color scheme of black, white, and grey with complementary accents of navy blue and bright orange. The 3,725 square foot structure was existing and 
consisted of eight main areas, including a reception and waiting area, restrooms, a president’s office, a break room, a copy and file room, a utility area, a workspace for 
insurance agents, a meeting area, and a large conference room. The role of the designer was to design the interior partitions and select and specify the materials, 
finishes, and furniture. 
     To lend a sense of integrity and honesty to the establishment, navy blue accents were used throughout the space in conjunction with stone features. To add warmth 
and make the business feel more welcoming, maple wood tones were incorporated into the furniture and finishes. For a more energizing atmosphere, bright orange 
accents were used in the areas used by employees, such as the break room and the copy room. A contemporary feel was accomplished by using classic mid-century 
modern furniture or mid-century inspired pieces along with clean black, white, stainless steel, and modern maple wood finishes in the design. 
     The defining feature of the reception and waiting area is a custom reception desk, finished with a stone veneer and wrapped with bands of stainless steel. Behind 
the reception desk, a stone façade grazed with wall washers calls attention to the company name engraved in a backlit stainless steel sheet. A high ceiling composed of 
linear wood planks creates a grander scale for the reception area, and elegant marble-look countertops add a sense of glamour, ensuring customers that they are 
receiving the best possible service. 
     Mimicking the design of the reception and waiting area, the conference room features a maple conference table equipped with power receptacles and seating for 
eight, and a bar/serving area finished with sleek black cabinets and marble-look countertops. The ceiling is lowered to bring the space down to human scale, and 
sculptural wooden light fixtures hang from the cove-lit tray ceiling to add interest to the space. 
For the insurance agents, an open area with four individual workspaces and an adjacent meeting space was used to promote collaboration while allowing for privacy 
when desired. Defined by panels and furnished with systems furniture, each workstation features clean, white worksurfaces, two guest chairs upholstered in a funky 
orange fabric, and a view out of a window. The overhead cabinets, lateral files, movable pedestal file, and personal storage lockers provide plenty of storage for the 
agents, and ergonomic task chairs ensure that they are comfortable. 
     Distinguished from the agents’ area by wood veneer furniture, additional storage, and classic wallcovering, the president enjoys a private office. A U-shaped maple 
veneer desk backed by a storage hutch faces two guest chairs covered in a geometric orange fabric. The wallcovering resembles stone, which conveys the sense that 
the business is well established and enduring. An interesting maple bookcase composed of individual boxes to from the shelves finishes the space. 
     Auxiliary areas, such as the copy/file room, the break area, and the utility room are finished less expensively with grey laminate countertops and maple laminate 
cabinets. The flooring in each of these areas is grey and orange VCT tile arranged in an interesting pattern to keep the spaces from feeling boring. Equipped with a 
stainless steel double sink, a dishwasher, microwave, and full size refrigerator, the break room also has seating for six in navy fiberglass Eames chairs around a maple 
laminate table. The utility room has access to the electrical panel and the hot water heater, and includes a large laundry sink and plenty storage for cleaning supplies. 
     Overall, the design of Werner Insurance Company strives to be functional, efficient, and classically beautiful. Integrity, honesty, and a sense of harmony are 
conveyed through the use of materials and finishes, and each space meets or exceeds the functional requirements set by the client. 

 












