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Although dyslexia is a specific learning 
disability which contributes to a difficulty in 
word reading and is often due to a 
phonological deficit, many have believed that it 
was the result of a visual impairment. 
Educators and parents alike have been looking 
for a quick fix for their students with dyslexia.  
The visual theory of dyslexia has seemingly 
brought about accommodations to eliminate 
the effects of the disability.  One such quick fix 
has been the development of a dyslexia 
specific font.  

The purpose of this review was to determine if 
dyslexia specific font benefits individuals with 
dyslexia.  

Background

Research Questions

The study was accomplished by searching three 
databases using the terms dyslexia, font, and 
later adding spacing to locate relevant studies 
for this review.  

Studies were limited to only those published in 
peer-reviewed journals. 

Search criteria did not include date, but all 
relevant studies were post 2000.

The search produced a total of 154 publications 
of which 33 were flagged for further inspection. 
16 of these studies met the search criteria.

Results Conclusions and Implications

• There is not evidence that proves that a 
dyslexia specific font is effective for individuals 
with dyslexia.

• When spacing is added, dyslexia specific font 
resembles other existing fonts.

• Although added spacing is beneficial for 
individuals who are first learning to read, added 
spacing is actually disadvantageous to the 
typical reader with more experience with text.

• This matters because both parents and schools 
have limited budgets and need 
accommodations and materials that are 
effective and beneficial for individuals with 
dyslexia.

References 

• Bachman, C., & Mengheri, L. (2018). Dyslexia and fonts: Is a specific font useful? Brain Sciences, 8(5), 89.

https://doi.org/10.3390/brainsci8050089

• Duranovic, M., Senka, S., & Babic-Gavric, B. (2018). Influence of increased letter spacing and font type on the reading 

ability of dyslexic children. Annuals of Dyslexia, 68, 218-228. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11881-018-0164-z

• French, M.M.J., Blood, A., Bright, N.D., Futak, D, Grohmann, M.J., Hasthorpe, A., Heritage, J., Poland, R.L., Reece, S., 

& Tabor, J. (2013). Changing fonts in education: How the benefits vary with ability and dyslexia. The Journal of 

Educational Research, 106, 301-304. https://doi.org/10.1080/00220671.2012.736430

• Galliussi, J., Perondi, L., Chia, G., & Gerbino, W. (2020). Inter-letter spacing, inter-word spacing, and font with dyslexia-

friendly features: testing text readability in people with and without dyslexia. Annuals of Dyslexia, 70(1), 141–152. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11881-020-00194-x

• Hakvoort, B., van de Boer, M., Leenaars, T., & Bos, P. (2017). Improvements in reading accuracy as a result of 

increased interletter spacing are not specific to children with dyslexia. Journal of Experimental Child Psychology, 164, 

101-116. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jecp.2017.07.010

• Korinth, S.P., Gerstenberger, K., & Fiebach, C.J. (2020). Wider letter-spacing facilitates word processing but impairs 

reading rates of fast readers. Frontiers in Psychology, 11, 1-17. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2020.00444

• Kuster, S.M., Van Weerdenburg, M., Gompel, M., & Bosman, A.M. (2018). Dyslexie font does not benefit reading in 

children with or without dyslexia. Annuals of Dyslexia, 68, 25-42. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11881-017-0154-6

• Marinus, E., Mostard, M., Segars, E., Schubert, T.M., Madelaine, A., & Wheldall, K. (2016). A special font for people with 

dyslexia: Does it work and, if so, why? Dyslexia, 22(3), 233-244. https://doi.org/10.1002/dys.1527

• O’Brien, B.A., Mansfield, J.S., & Legge, G.E. (2005). The effect of print size on reading speed in dyslexia. Journal of 

Research in Reading, 28(3), 332-349. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9817.2005.00273.x

• Perea, M., Panadero, V., Moret-Tatay, C., & Gomez, P. (2012). The effects of inter-letter spacing in visual-word 

recognition: Evidence with young normal reading and developmental dyslexics. Learning and Instruction, 22, 420-430. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.learninstruc.2012.04.001

• Powell, S.L., & Trice, A.D. (2020). The impact of a specialized font on the reading performance of elementary children 

with reading disability. Contemporary School Psychology, 24, 34-40. https://dio.org/10.1007/s40688-019-00225-4

• Rello, L., & Baeza-Yates, R. (2013). Good fonts for dyslexia. Assets, 14, 1-8. https://doi.org/10.1145/2513383.2513447

• Sjoblom, A.M., Eaton, E., & Stagg, S.D. (2016). The effects of letter spacing and coloured overlays on reading speed 

and accuracy in adult dyslexia. British Journal of Educational Psychology, 86, 630-639. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/bjep.12127

• Wery, J.J., & Diliberto, J.A. (2017). The effect of a specialized dyslexia font, OpenDyslexic, on reading rate and 

accuracy. Annuals of Dyslexia, 67, 114-127. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11881-016-0127-1

• Zascavage, V.S., McKenzie, G.K., Buot, M., & Woods, C. (2012). The effect of visual spatial stimulation on emergent 

readers at risk for specific learning disability in reading. International Journal of Special Education, 27(3), 176-187. 

• Zorzi, M., Barbiero, C., Facoetti, A., Lonciari, I., Carrozzi, M., Montico, M., Bravar, L., George, F., Pech-Georgel, C., & 

Ziegler, J.C. (2012). Extra-large letter spacing improves reading in dyslexia. Proceedings of the National Academy of 

Sciences of the United States of America, 109(28), 11455-11459. www.pnas.org/cgi/doi/10.1073/pnas.1205566109

Contact Information
prs2q@mtmail.mtsu.edu

Research Question 1
Is a dyslexia specific font an effective 
accommodation for individuals with dyslexia?

Research Question 2
What features of a dyslexia specific font make 
them different than other fonts?

Research Question 3
Why might a dyslexia specific font matter?
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Dyslexia Specific Font: A Promised Solution but is it Effective? 

Study Font Characteristics 

Manipulated

Age / Grade Country of Origin / 

Language

Student 

Characteristics

Sample Size Outcome- Accuracy / 

Rate

Bachmann & Mengheri 

(2018)

EasyReading/TNR M = 9.5/ Grade 4 Italy/ Italian Varied n = 533 Higher for all subjects 

(due to spacing)

Duranovic et al. (2018) Dyslexie font / TNR 

/Curlz / letter spacing

M = 10.77 Bosnia and Herzegovina 

/ Bosnian

Dyslexic; same age; 

reading matched

n = 69 Spacing yes

Font no

French et al. (2013) Arial / Monotype Corsiva Age 13 to 16 United Kingdom/ English Dyslexic; study control 

group

n = 275 12.8% higher for 

disfluent font on text 

retention

Galliussi et al. (2020)

Verdana/ Dyslexia 

friendly

Letter spacing/ between 

word spacing

M = 12.4 Italy/Italian Dyslexia

Control

n = 64

n = 64

No difference in font

Reduced with letter 

spacing

Increase with between 

word spacing

Hakvoort et al. (2017) Letter spacing M = 9.11 (1)

M = 9.3/ Grade 3-4 (2)

Netherlands/ Dutch Dyslexia/ Control (1)

Varied (2)

n = 30

n = 30 (1)

n = 189

Fewer errors

Rates unaffected (1-2)

Korinth et al. (2020) Letter spacing Adult Germany/ German College students; no 

mention of disability

n = 24 Decreased rate for faster 

readers 

Kuster et al. (2018) Dyslexie font/Arial/ TNR Age 7.4 to 12.4 Netherlands / Dutch Dyslexic only

Dyslexic and 

neurotypical 

n = 170 (1)

n = 147 (2)

No difference (1-2) 

Marinus et al. (2016) Dyslexie font/ Arial M = 9.71 Australia/ English At risk n = 39 No difference when 

within word and between 

word spacing was added 

to Arial font

O’Brien et al. (2005) Print size Age 6.4-10.4

Grade 1-4

United States/ English Dyslexic

Reading matched control 

n = 22

n = 12

Increased critical print 

size for dyslexics

Perea et al. (2012) Letter spacing Adult (1)

Age 7-8 & 9-10/ Grade 2 

& 4  (2)

Age 11-13 (3)

Age M = 9.3/ Grade 4 (4)

Spain/Spanish Typical (1)

Typical (2)

Dyslexia (3)

Typical (4)

n = 24 (1)

n = 24 (2)

n = 18 (3)

n = 20 (4)

Increased reading speed 

(1-4)

Powell & Trice (2020) Dyslexie font/ Arial & 

TNR adjusted to 

comparable size and 

spacing

Age 8-12

Grade 4-5

United States/ English Students with SLD-

reading

n =36 No difference

Rello & Baeza-Yates 

(2013)

OpenDyslexic/ Arial, 

others

Age 11-50 Not noted

Published in Spain

Dyslexic only n = 48 Font impacts readability

Sjoblom et al. (2016) Letter spacing Adults aged 

18-47

United Kingdom/ English Dyslexic

Control

n = 24

n = 24

Increased reading speed 

for both; greater 

accuracy rates for 

dyslexic

Wery & Diliberto (2017) OpenDyslexic 

font/Arial/TNR

Grade 3-6 United States/ English Dyslexic n = 12 No difference

Zascavage et al. (2012) TNR/ 3D TNR Age 5 to 7

Grade 1

United States/English Not noted (1)

Varied by percentile rank 

(2)

n = 116 (1)

n = 214 (2)

7.6% higher for 3D (1)

1.83% higher for 3D for 

student under 20% (2)

Zorzi et al. (2012) Letter spacing Age 8-14 Italy/Italian

France/French

Dyslexic n =34

n = 40

Increased reading 

speed; fewer errors

M = mean; n (sample size) = number; TNR = Times New Roman; SLD = Specific Learning Disability

Dyslexia Specific Font Studies

Scholar’s Week 2021

Purpose

Methods

• The findings indicated that added spacing rather than the dyslexia specific font was beneficial for 

individuals with dyslexia.  

• Across studies, when spacing was added to other fonts, although most of the individuals with 

dyslexia were able to read faster and with greater accuracy, there was no difference between the 

dyslexia specific fonts and other fonts. 
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