Whereas:

Whereas:

Whereas:

Whereas:

SGA Bill 1-22-S
A Bill To Take A Stance On The Middle Point Landfill Expansion

Whereas: Republic Services has put in a request to expand the Middle Point
Landfill in Murfreesboro. Their request was denied, and Republic Services is suing the
Central Tennessee Solid Waste Planning Board as well as the city of Murfreesboro as a
result.!

This is an issue that pertains to the broader Murfreesboro community, therefore it is our
responsibility as student leaders to take a stand on this issue as it could negatively affect
the student body.?

The Middle Point Landfill continually produces foul odors that bother students.?

The Middle Point Landfill has been used as a dumpsite for toxic aluminum waste and
radioactive medical waste.*

Expanding the landfill can cause sanitation and health issues as waste can contaminate
water supplies and air quality.’

Whereas: The Student Government Association has a responsibility to represent
the concerns and affairs of the student body given the landfill affects the health and
wellbeing of the student body. ¢

THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED BY THE 84TH CONGRESS OF THE STUDENT
GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION OF MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY THAT:

Section 1:

Section 2:

Section 3:

The Student Government Association shall stand in firm opposition against the expansion
of the Middle Point Landfill in solidarity with the City of Murfreesboro.

The Student Government Association shall have a presence at the two public hearings
regarding the expansion in solidarity with the Murfreesboro community as well as the
student body of MTSU.

The Executive Cabinet will release an official statement demonstrating SGA’s support of
the Central Tennessee Solid Waste Planning Board’s decision to deny Republic Services’
request to expand the Middle Point Landfill upon the passage of this resolution.

' See Appendix A
2 See Appendix B
% See Appendix C
4 See Appendix D
5 See Appendix E
6 See Appendix F
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Appendix A

Whereas:

Appendix B

Whereas:

Appendix C

Whereas:

Appendix D

Republic Services has put in a request to expand the Middle Point Landfill in
Murfreesboro. Their request was denied, and Republic Services is suing the Central
Tennessee Solid Waste Planning Board as well as the city of Murfreesboro as a
result.

“In July, the Board denied Republic’s proposal to construct a new landfill adjacent to its
current operations at Middle Point. After that decision, Republic, through its subsidiary
BFI Waste Systems of Tennessee, filed a lawsuit to overturn the Board’s unanimous
decision. The city joined that lawsuit in November. On December 3rd, the Board and the
City asked the Court to reopen the landfill expansion proceedings to hear new
information that the city recently pieced together from records at the Tennessee
Department of Environmental Conservation (TDEC).”

- Article Published by WGNS radio

Source: htips://www.wgnsradio.com/article/72390/murfreesboro-joins-legal-battle-over-
the-creation-of-a-new-landfill-adjacent-to-middle-point-landfill-and-realizes-initial-
success

This is an issue that pertains to the broader Murfreesboro community, therefore it
is our responsibility as student leaders to take a stand on this issue that could
negatively affect the student body.

“In recent years, the landfill has been the subject of hundreds of odor complaints from
members of the community. Most of those complaints, however, have been directed to
BF1 or to the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation.”

- Article published by the Murfreesboro Voice

Source: https://www.murfreesborovoice.com/article/564 1/whats-up-with-the-landfill-
stink

The Middle Point Landfill continually produces foul odors that bother students.

“In recent years, the landfill has been the subject of hundreds of odor complaints from
members of the community. Most of those complaints, however, have been directed to
BFI or to the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation.”

- Article published by the Murfreesboro Voice

Source: https://www.murfreesborovoice.com/article/S64 1 /whats-up-with-the-landfill-
stink
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Whereas:

Appendix F

Whereas:

Expanding the landfill can cause sanitation and health issues as waste can
contaminate water supplies and air quality.

“Solid waste is disposed of in thousands of municipal and industrial landfills throughout
the country. Chemicals that should be disposed of in haz-ardous waste landfills
sometimes end up in munic-ipal landfills. In addition, the disposal of manyhousehold
wastes is not regulated.Once in the landfill, chemicals can leach into the ground water by
means of precipitation and sur-face runoft.”

- Environmental Protection Agency Report

Source: hitps://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2015-08/documents/mgwc-gwe | .pdf

The Student Government Association has a responsibility to represent the concerns
and affairs of the student body given the landfill affects the health and wellbeing of
the student body.

“The purpose of the SGA is to provide a formal process for student input into the
governance of the institution, to control all matters which are delegated to the SGA by the
administration of Middle Tennessee State University (the University), to work
cooperatively in the administration in all matters affecting the welfare of the student
body, and to promote the best possible understanding between faculty, administration,
and students. In all its endeavors, the SGA shall strive to represent the best interest of the
student body as a whole and to reflect favorably upon the University.”

- SGA Constitution Article 1 Section 2
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